
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

1

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

POLE AND CONDUIT COMMISSION

Thursday, May 17, 2012

10:10 a.m.

in

Michael J. Lombardi Building
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Basement Conference Room

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

COMMISSION MEMBERS:

William Dwyer, Superintendent of Streets
George Fernandes, City Electrician

Elizabeth Y. Lint, Executive Director

____________________________

REPORTERS, INC.
CAPTURING THE OFFICIAL RECORD
617.786.7783/617.639.0396 (Fax)

www.reportersinc.com



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

2

I N D E X

PAGE

Approval of Meeting Minutes 3

NStar: Fawcett Street 4

NStar: Hampshire Street 7

New Petition: Lightower
33 Garden Street 8

New Petition: Level 3 Communications
Binney at Galileo 10

New Petition: City of Cambridge
300 Binney Street 12

New Petition Verizon: Agassiz Street 14

New Petition Verizon: Ames Street 15

New Petition Verizon:
Massachusetts Avenue 17

Add On: Western Avenue 18

Discussion Fainwood Circle 23



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

3

P R O C E E D I N G S

ELIZABETH LINT: This is the meeting

of the Pole and Conduit Commission, Thursday,

May 17th, at 10:07 a.m. We're in the Michael

J. Lombardi Building, 831 Mass. Ave. basement

conference room. Before you the

commissioners, Bill Dwyer and George

Fernandes.

Minutes?

GEORGE FERNANDES: First item is the

acceptance of the minutes of the meeting on

April 12th.

Motion to approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

* * * * *

GEORGE FERNANDES: Any residents?

Anybody here that's a resident to hear a

petition?
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(No Response.)

* * * * *

NSTAR ELECTRIC: FAWCETT STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: First item is

NStar electric for Fawcett Street from

Concord Avenue northerly from manhole 1394

across the street a distance of approximately

55 feet of conduit. On Fawcett Street

northerly of Concord Ave., a distance of

approximately 1,513 feet of conduit and build

five manholes, 29458, 29459, 29460, 29461,

29462.

SUSAN VARROSO: This got revised.

We have a new one. There you go.

So some of these manholes we deleted

and we're gonna use existing manhole and

conduits and then just put one manhole.

JACQUI DUFFY: This is the one that

we were going to go on Concord and then you

told us we couldn't go on Concord. So now

it's changed completely so we have to
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resubmit it, but we were told to bring it

today.

GEORGE FERNANDES: So, it's going to

be basically the same thing other than

eliminating manholes.

JACQUI DUFFY: Three manholes.

SUSAN VARROSO: Correct.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Three manholes.

When does this have to be started?

SUSAN VARROSO: I think they want to

do this any time now.

GEORGE FERNANDES: So they're

getting into their site?

SUSAN VARROSO: Yes.

WILLIAM DWYER: This is right in the

area where the railroad tracks are in Fawcett

Street, right?

SUSAN VARROSO: Yes.

WILLIAM DWYER: Where the bend,

where the elbow is?

SUSAN VARROSO: Yeah.
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JACQUI DUFFY: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: I'm good with it,

we just have to resubmit the drawing.

JACQUI DUFFY: The petition

everything?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes. Because

you're reducing it instead of increasing it,

so that's fine.

WILLIAM DWYER: Right.

Just need to coordinate with the Public

Works. Ongoing project that's in that area

now. Make sure it works out. Other than

that everything would be fine.

So, same conditions with the permits,

city permits, and SPOF regulations and

coordination with ongoing Public Works

projects in the area. The folks that come to

the Monday morning meetings can probably

carry that out with the DPW and the

contractors that are working in that area.

ELIZABETH LINT: Is there a SPOF on
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that?

WILLIAM DWYER: It will be -- it

won't be a SPOF per se because it's in an

area that's being constructed and that part

will be waived, but there will be some

conditions they'll need to work on that are

related to SPOF.

GEORGE FERNANDES: They will need to

update their drawings.

ELIZABETH LINT: Yes, I got that.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay, motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

NSTAR ELECTRIC: HAMPSHIRE STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: Next item is

Nstar Electric for Hampshire Street

northwesterly from manhole C191,

approximately 80 feet southeast of Amory
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Street a distance of approximately 54 feet of

conduit.

JACQUI DUFFY: This is the one we

were waiting on for the historical society.

GEORGE FERNANDES: And they're fine

with it. It's out of the district.

Any questions?

WILLIAM DWYER: No. Same thing.

City permits, SPOF regulations.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

LIGHTOWER: 33 GARDEN STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: Next is Lightower

to install approximately 265 feet of one,

four-inch PVC conduit from private property

at 33 Garden Street to private property at 27

Garden.
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You were looking to lease conduit?

RICK CALLAHAN: We tried.

GEORGE FERNANDES: And that didn't

happen?

RICK CALLAHAN: No. We got to the

ducts in the sidewalk were full. And the

ducts in the street went way beyond where we

needed to go.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay.

WILLIAM DWYER: Again, we have heavy

coordination going on with the other NStar

cooling system project.

RICK CALLAHAN: Yeah, I spoke with

Danny. I'm going to coordinate with him.

WILLIAM DWYER: Keep that

coordination going with the contractor,

engineer, and also with the city. Again, you

can do that through Monday morning

construction meetings. And city permits and

SPOF regulations which might be some

mitigation as far as the paving which I think
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you're aware of.

RICK CALLAHAN: Uh-huh.

WILLIAM DWYER: Amenable to all

those conditions and we'll work with you.

RICK CALLAHAN: Okay, very good.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

NEW PETITION: LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS: 300

BINNEY STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: Next is Level 3

Communications for the following manhole

2900, Binney at Galileo 30 feet laterally to

300 Binney Street.

MARK YOUNG HANSON: I'm Mark Young

Hanson with EHB the engineer for supporting

Level 3 and Boston Properties on the

connection, and also the work at 300 Binney
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Street which is the site that this connection

will service. So we're looking to install

four conduits from an existing Level 3 line

in Binney Street directly into the 300 Binney

Street building which is under construction.

Level 3 is the petitioner, and we'll be

supporting him as -- so we can mesh together

the existing construction and the cuts that

we had to support that with the extension of

this new service.

Flet is the site contractor. And Flet

will also be doing the connection for Level

3.

Sorry, I'm with Ben Lavery from Boston

Properties and Ben Whittaker who's

representing Level --

BEN WHITTAKER: Ben Whittaker.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay.

WILLIAM DWYER: DPW is good with

this. Similar situation, Elizabeth, with the

city permits and SPOF/mitigation and
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coordination with DPW.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay, motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

MARK HANSON YOUNG: Thank you.

NEW PETITION: CITY OF CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC WORKS

300 BINNEY STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: Then we have same

as for the Department of Public Works,

lateral connection to a sensor to a sanitary

manhole from 300 Binney Street to Galileo

Galilei Way.

MARK YOUNG HANSON: This one's a

little more interesting. As part of our

design and approval with Public Works,

they've asked us to include a sensor in a

existing manhole to monitor as to the level

of the sanitary system so it can activate a
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tank on-site to provide capacity and protect

the system slow characteristics during a high

water event. And in order to do that we need

to run a single conduit to this manhole to

feed the sensor, and that conduit will be

owned by the city and controlled by the city,

but we will be installing it as part of our

work. And so this petition is for the

license for that conduit.

WILLIAM DWYER: I'm okay with

everything.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

Same conditions?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes, same conditions

and regulations.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.
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MARK YOUNG HANSON: Thank you very

much.

BEN WHITAKER: Nice seeing you

again.

VERIZON: AGASSIZ STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: Next is Verizon

for Agassiz Street to install approximately

four feet of one, four-inch conduit from pole

80 over 7 to private property at 30 Agassiz.

This is the one we've been waiting for.

Yes.

ELLEN JOY: Ellen Joy.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Conditions?

WILLIAM DWYER: Same as previous.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.
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NEW PETITION: VERIZON AMES STREET

GEORGE FERNANDES: This is Verizon

from Massachusetts Avenue, install

approximately 15 feet of one, four-inch

conduit from existing manhole on

Massachusetts Avenue into private property at

1075 Mass. Ave.

ELIZABETH LINT: You skipped one.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Did I?

ELIZABETH LINT: Ames Street.

WILLIAM DWYER: You skipped one?

GEORGE FERNANDES: I did.

So Verizon for Ames Street to install

approximately 56 feet of four, four-inch

conduit from manhole 26/388 northerly across

Ames Street to 75 Ames.

That manhole in the driveway to the

garage?

ELLEN JOY: On the street.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

JAY PROUTY: No.
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ELLEN JOY: This is 26/388 I believe

is in the street.

JAY PROUTY: It's in the street in

the front just north of that curb cut but it

is somewhat in the curb cut area.

GEORGE FERNANDES: You have to make

sure you coordinate with the garage.

ELLEN JOY: Sure.

GEORGE FERNANDES: They'll need

access particularly in the morning and

afternoon; right?

WILLIAM DWYER: DPW, we know about

this, same regulations and conditions as

before.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.
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VERIZON: MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay, now we have

Verizon Massachusetts Avenue to install

approximately 15 feet of one, four-inch

conduit from existing manhole from an

existing manhole on Massachusetts Avenue to

private property at 1075 Mass. Ave.

So that's the new building at

Trowbridge and Mass. Ave.

ELLEN JOY: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Problem with

that?

WILLIAM DWYER: No, we've been

through this. It's good. Same conditions,

same SPOF regulations.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.
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ELIZABETH LINT: That's all I've

got.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Who's left here?

ANTHONY VATALARO: I love coming

here.

ELIZABETH LINT: This is an add on.

JACQUI DUFFY: This is the Western

Ave. for the police station.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

JACQUI DUFFY: It's not signed or

notarized, but I did the petition and just

brought it in. And I gave a copy -- three

copies to Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH LINT: And I just gave you

two.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay.

JACQUI DUFFY: So next month I'll

bring it in all signed and notarized. I just

did it quick this morning because I got the

plans.

GEORGE FERNANDES: So why are they
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enlarging the manhole?

JACQUI DUFFY: The manhole?

GEORGE FERNANDES: The Western Ave.

enlarging the manhole.

SUSAN VARROSO: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Why is that

because of cables?

SUSAN VARROSO: It's a sub-manhole

right now I think.

GEORGE FERNANDES: It's a small one?

SUSAN VARROSO: Yeah, yeah, right.

Now it's -- I think it's the

three-by-three-by-three?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes. You

charging us for that?

SUSAN VARROSO: I don't know. I

don't know nothing about money.

GEORGE FERNANDES: We'll fight about

it later. Okay.

WILLIAM DWYER: Do you know if this

is going to be outside of the work zone they
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have set up with the barriers? The

alignment, do you know if it will be inside

or outside of that?

GEORGE FERNANDES: This here?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Will be in the

work zone, it will be in the sidewalk.

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes. That's what I

thought.

GEORGE FERNANDES: But they're going

to stage the building, and once they do that,

they can't get in so they need them in there

like last week.

WILLIAM DWYER: Just as a head's up,

Western Ave.'s going out to bid in July, I

think, to be all reconstructed from Mass. all

the way down to Memorial Drive. So if

anything comes up in that area, you want to

get it done.

JACQUI DUFFY: Okay.

WILLIAM DWYER: It will take a year
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-- it's not going to be constructed all this

year but into next year. Just for a head's

up. Any kind of petitions working out there,

you want to get them out there now for

Western Ave., because by then we'll have a

period of probably 10 years of cutting the

street after Western Ave.

GEORGE FERNANDES: You may want to

look at your conduits since they've been

there since 1929.

SUSAN VARROSO: I think Steve --

GEORGE FERNANDES: You need to check

that.

ANDREW WINTERS: We have a work

order.

JACQUI DUFFY: So are we approving

this one and then bring it back in next

month?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes, because we

desperately need --

JACQUI DUFFY: Right. And the only
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other abutters -- there's three abutters and

two on Cambridge. The only other one was

just one.

WILLIAM DWYER: George Langlois.

JACQUI DUFFY: Sure.

GEORGE FERNANDES: The abutters are

pretty far away anyway.

JACQUI DUFFY: Yeah.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Okay.

So for Western Ave. this is from

Franklin, from the intersection at Franklin

Street at Western Avenue, easterly from

manhole C318, rebuild manhole C318 continue

on to Western Avenue, a distance of

approximately 175 feet of conduit.

Motion to approve?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

ELIZABETH LINT: Same everything?
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WILLIAM DWYER: Yes. List it like

that anyway.

ELIZABETH LINT: Okay, Fairborn

Circle (phonetic).

GEORGE FERNANDES: Fainwood Circle?

ELIZABETH LINT: Fainwood?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Fainwood.

ELIZABETH LINT: Okay, so Monday

night at the Council meeting several

residents spoke about a pole in the middle of

the street and how unhappy they were and it

was a dangerous situation and on and on and

on. So we received a CRS yesterday.

GEORGE FERNANDES: So I'll ask --

I'll get in touch with you. We need to meet

down there and see what we can do.

ANDREW WINTERS: No problem.

JACQUI DUFFY: What street is it?

ELIZABETH LINT: Fainwood Circle.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Fainwood Circle.

It's a little cul-de-sac.
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ANDREW WINTERS: Famer?

ELIZABETH LINT: F-a-i-n.

ANDREW WINTERS: Fainwood Circle.

ELIZABETH LINT: Fainwood.

ANDREW WINTERS: Fainwood, sorry.

GEORGE FERNANDES: And I'll get

telephone to join us because I revisited -- I

visited this before. No one wanted a pole in

front of their house. And we're probably

going to put two in place of the one in order

to do this. So --

JACQUI DUFFY: What's it off of?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Fayette Street.

WILLIAM DWYER: Fayette Street.

Right near -- right off of 344 Broadway. One

way from Broadway; right? 344's the traffic

department?

JACQUI DUFFY: Oh, yeah, yeah.

GEORGE FERNANDES: So I'll arrange a

meeting next week and we'll go down and take

a look and see what needs to be done.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

25

ANDREW WINTERS: I'm in the area

today and I'll shoot by there as well.

GEORGE FERNANDES: I think somebody

backed into it again. I should tell them it

was a good thing it's a pole and not a

person.

ELIZABETH LINT: There are a lot of

people that came in to talk about it.

GEORGE FERNANDES: It can be moved.

It can be done.

SUSAN VARROSO: Why is the pole in

the middle of the street? Was the street

moved?

GEORGE FERNANDES: I think back in

1943 when they put that in, it was the best

way to do it because it's a little circle,

and you can't cross someone's property, some

have porches and you can't cross the porches.

So they put it in the middle and just fed all

the houses which made sense, it's a circle.

SUSAN VARROSO: Oh, in the middle of
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the circle? Okay.

ELIZABETH LINT: Doesn't make sense

anymore.

SUSAN VARROSO: Okay.

GEORGE FERNANDES: It was there

before my time, so I don't know.

ELIZABETH LINT: I thought you were

here forever.

GEORGE FERNANDES: That was there

before ever.

WILLIAM DWYER: The problem is

they'll want the whole street plowed. That's

my excuse for not plowing the whole street.

GEORGE FERNANDES: Maybe that's what

it is.

ELIZABETH LINT: Anything else?

GEORGE FERNANDES: Motion to

adjourn?

WILLIAM DWYER: Seconded.

GEORGE FERNANDES: All in favor?

WILLIAM DWYER: Yes, sir.
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GEORGE FERNANDES: Yes.

(Whereupon, at 10:30 a.m., the

Pole and Conduit Adjourned.)
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ERRATA SHEET AND SIGNATURE INSTRUCTIONS

The original of the Errata Sheet has

been delivered to Pole and Conduit

Commission.

When the Errata Sheet has been

completed and signed, a copy thereof should

be delivered to the Pole and Conduit

Commission and the ORIGINAL delivered to the

Pole and Conduit Commission to whom the

original transcript was delivered.

INSTRUCTIONS

After reading this volume of the
transcript, indicate any corrections or
changes and the reasons therefor on the
Errata Sheet supplied to you and sign it. DO
NOT make marks or notations on the transcript
volume itself.

REPLACE THIS PAGE OF THE TRANSCRIPT WITH THE

COMPLETED AND SIGNED ERRATA SHEET WHEN
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C E R T I F I C A T E

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
BRISTOL, SS.

I, Catherine Lawson Zelinski, a
Certified Shorthand Reporter, the undersigned
Notary Public, certify that:

I am not related to any of the parties
in this matter by blood or marriage and that
I am in no way interested in the outcome of
this matter.

I further certify that the testimony
hereinbefore set forth is a true and accurate
transcription of my stenographic notes to the
best of my knowledge, skill and ability.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand this 22nd day of May 2012.

______________________
Catherine L. Zelinski
Notary Public
Certified Shorthand Reporter
License No. 147703

My Commission Expires:
April 23, 2015

THE FOREGOING CERTIFICATION OF THIS
TRANSCRIPT DOES NOT APPLY TO ANY REPRODUCTION
OF THE SAME BY ANY MEANS UNLESS UNDER THE
DIRECT CONTROL AND/OR DIRECTION OF THE
CERTIFYING REPORTER.


